GreenLane
GreenLane News  - will be kept as a journal within this document.  All events could then be followed in the sequence in which they occurred.

Follow in order… or scroll to the date where you left off.

Aug 4, 2008 - 1st Meeting

Attendees:


NextStep Recycling

· Isbel Ingham

· Robert Jacobucci

Northwest Credit Union

· Matt Purvis

Catalyst Technology Group

· Allen Perkins

Lane County Waste Management

· Kelly Bell

Arlie&Company

· Summer Young

Green Solutions Printing

· Daniel Swantek
Everyone showed interest in this project.

· We agreed to make Lane County our base location.

· For next meeting, we need to come up with:

· A Mission Statement
· Our Vision

· Our Core Values

· The direction, structure, and future development of the project will sprout naturally from the above well-chosen values.

We want to encourage and include anyone wanting to become more Green and, at the same time, recognize those who have devoted time, energy, and money to further the cause.

The organization we create will have to find a way to become self-sufficient financially.

We will eventually need to bring in other key players.

1. EWEB

2. The City (Mayor’s Office, The Chamber, U of O)
3. Springfield too

4. The County

5. EPA(Federal)
6. DEQ(State)
7. BRING

8. The Public

As the public becomes more aware of Green issues and the part they can play in helping, more people will patronize the Green Businesses that are making the effort.
We want everyone to be working together.  That is why it is so important to come up with a set of values that everyone can embrace.
We will need a logo, or perhaps multiple logos, if we have several “tiers” of participation.  Does anyone know an artist who can sketch us a logo?
Participants need to acknowledge the ideal goal of sustainability even if no one is yet perfectly there.

On the national scene, there are 2 Green organizations that were held up as favorable examples.
1. BALLE – Business Alliance of Local Living Economies

http://www.livingeconomies.org/
2. Bay Area Green Business Program

http://www.greenbiz.ca.gov/
We would look to borrow heavily from both groups, and come up with our own ideas to put together a unique program that can encompass and integrate all the players in our local area.

The principal or premier groups who operate with Green as their core values should be recognized and commended for their efforts.  This would be similar to the BALLE structure.
The Outreach portion of our group would tend to follow more the Bay Area approach where any company can jump-in after making certain Green commitments.

While we will need to find funding methods to sustain our efforts, we do not want large unsustainable corporations to be able to buy their way to the top.  If such a company offers to buy us a new recycle plant or donate heavily to this project, we can applaud their generosity, but they still can’t achieve top status if the nature of their business is harming the environment.

So, our core values must be stable and able to guard against “Greenwashing”.

(Creating this organization is reminiscent of how our forefathers must have felt while creating the values and workings of our country’s Constitution!)
Our next meeting was agreed to be on Wed August 27, 2008 at a place to be determined.  See this site and document for details.
Wed August 6, 2008
Allen Perkins has graciously offered us the use of a conference room for our next meeting on Wed August 27, 2008 at 10am.  It is located at Catalyst Technology Group (aka…Kernutt, Stokes, Brandt & Co, 1170 Pearl St).  Thanks Allen.  If there are no objections or complications, we will tentatively schedule it for this location.
I have added a forum to the website.

1. Click on it in the left menu.

2. Register.

3. Sign-in and tell us about yourself.

4. Begin any topic of interest to the group.

The forum allows us to carry on ongoing discussions about pertinent topics without having to wait for the next meeting.

Using the forum we could hopefully hammer out many details before we come together on the 27th.

Use this as a platform to make your ideas known to the group.  Working together, we can have this take shape before long.

